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What is FHIR

• Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources

• Open standard, free access
• Based on modern web technologies
• Supported by social media channels



OpenEHR, FL7 FHIR, OMOP?
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The 80/20 Rule

• The core FHIR specification focuses on the 20% of requirements that 
satisfy 80% of the interoperability needs.
• The rest is left to domain or jurisdiction specific implementation 

guides.

Building global consensus is hard.
Smaller groups can achieve local consensus.



National Implementation Guides

Achieve local consensus through:
• Profiles (what is mandatory and forbidden)
• Data types (vocabularies, terminologies, mappings)
• Extensions (how to express something that’s not in FHIR core spec)
• Examples and explanations
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🇸🇪 ● ● ● ●

Profiled Resources



National IG Development

• Norway: work initiated by a government agency, now industry more 
involved. Still some challenges in getting funding and proper 
adoption?
• Denmark: initiated by industry, government agencies involved. 

Government agency needs to stamp a HL7 Denmark proposal before 
it gains official status. Steady progress.
• Finland: initiated by healthcare providers, work carried by industry. 

Government agencies comment.
• Sweden: initiated by a government agency, lack of funding, industry 

works on their own, parallel implementation guide.



International Patient Access (IPA)

• A step towards a global FHIR profile
• Use case: access to patient data – for both patient and practitioner
• Mainly relevant for EHR vendors and app developers

• I believe we should base the harmonized Nordic FHIR profiling on IPA
• Finland and Denmark are already doing so in their guides



IPA vs. IPS
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Human readable + structured terminology**
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* Pending updates to IPS
** IPS primarily uses the SNOMED IPS Terminology where most appropriate
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Get Involved!

• Become a member of your country’s HL7 affiliate
• HL7 Denmark, HL7 Finland, HL7 Norway, HL7 Sweden

• Nordics on FHIR
• Monthly Teams calls
• Discussion stream in chat.fhir.org

• mikael@sensotrend.com 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MWM4YzU1NzgtZDMwZi00NDQyLTljYzUtZmIyNzFiZGFmNjQx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ca4ef9a8-6017-4d6f-b345-ed904be37123%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%225f7c049e-16dc-4481-bfb3-ff79b4f28d4e%22%7d
https://chat.fhir.org/
mailto:mikael@sensotrend.com

